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TWENTIETH ANNUAL CONVENTION 



THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
IN AMERICA 



AMERICAN SECTION 
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 



HELD AT / 

CHICAGO, ILL, SEPTEMBER 16-17, 1906. 



Report of Proceedings. 

MORNING SESSION, SEPTEMBER 16, 1906. 

The Twentieth Annual Convention of the American Section 
of the Theosophical Society was called to order September 16th, 
1906, at 10.30 A. M., in Kimball Hall, Chicago, by the President- 
Founder, Colonel Henry Steele Olcott. 

Nominations for Temporary Secretary were called for and, 
but one name being offered, Miss Pauline G. Kelly of Chicago 
was elected. 

As first business the Chair appointed as Committee on Cre- 
dentials: Mr. Walter G. Greenleaf, Chicago, Chairman; Mrs. Kate 
F. Kirby, Toledo; Mr. F. F. Knothe, New York. 

During the deliberations of this Committee the President- 
Founder delivered the following address : 
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CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS. 

In an experience of over thirty years with Theosophical 
Conventions and other assemblages, I have never found such 
evidences of bitter misunderstandings and dangerous unrest as 
at the present Convention of the American Section. Antagonisms 
have sprung up and parties been formed among you without 
sufficient warrant, and many of our best people have yielded to 
the disturbing influences of their personalities. Of course this 
is a state of things of necessity temporary in its character, and I 
am confidently expecting to see all hostile feelings dying out 
after a little while when the moment of calm reflection succeeds 
to the present state of agitation. I cannot help wishing that 
each one of you, Delegates, could realize the fact that those 
Elder Brothers and Guardians of Humanity, who are behind 
this movement and all others, read us to the bottom of our hearts 
and sympathise with us in our troubles which are due to ignorance. 
Owing to my official position I can take a wider survey of the 
progress of our movement than any others whose acquaintance 
with it is limited to the circumstances of their local environment. 
When, therefore, troubles arise within the different fields of our 
activity and my colleagues let themselves be swept away by the 
excitements of personality, I never forget that the interests of the 
Society as a whole are paramount over all private questions. I 
stand as the Champion and Defender of the Theosophical Society 
and do my best to keep its platform of eclecticism and neutrality 
uninvaded and unshaken. I appeal to you, brothers, to do your 
duty by the Society and Those behind it, sinking for the moment 
all sense of personal interests, preferences, and antagonisms. 
Let there be calm among us so that we may get through the 
business of this meeting in an orderly and harmonious way. 

It has given me sincere pleasure to accept your invitation to 
preside at this Convention, for the plan of local Federations, 
national Conventions, and International Congresses has com- 
mended itself to my judgment from the very first: it illustrates 
the Society's principle of fraternity and is the best of all means 
to make our members acquainted with their colleagues of other 
towns, provinces, and countries. A personal intercourse of a 
longer or shorter period is worth more than any amount of cor- 
respondence to establish between us the ties of friendship and 
awaken the spirit of brotherliness and good- will. 

At the time of the visit of the Founders to Europe in 1884, 
our Society had only a fraction of its present strength. Our 
official statistics show that up to the close of that year only 
ninety-nine Charters for Branches had been issued, whereas, up 
to the close of 1905, I had issued 850 Charters and, to give you 
an idea of its present great vigor, I may mention that during 
the twelvemonth ending December, 1904, fifty-five Branch 
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Charters were issued, and in the succeeding year sixty-one. As 
explained in my last Annual Report, our Society, like every 
other Society in the world, has had its losses of members and 
dissolutions of Branches, so that, from the year 1875 to the end 
of last year, 186 Branches had lapsed from internal causes, 
besides the eighty-five Branches which took part in the Judge 
Secession. This cannot be said to be a large number when we 
come to consider the heterogeneous character of our members of 
so many different races, religions, and international prejudices; 
the fact that, despite everything, we could count at the time of 
the last Report 579 living Charters is something quite wonderful 
and perhaps unique in the history of modern organisations. The 
Society is now operating in forty- four different countries, for, to 
the computation of forty-three made at the close of last year, we 
must now add Turkey, a Charter for a Branch at Salonica having 
been issued within the past few weeks. 

The Society's Headquarters. 

The curious ignorance which I have encountered since I 
came to Europe with respect to the location of the Executive 
Centre of the Society leads me to make a brief explanation on 
this point. Some have thought that it 'was at Calcutta, some at 
Bombay, whereas, in point of fact, it is at Adyar, a suburb of 
the city of Madras. This is my official residence, the depository 
of the Society's Archives, the site of the Adyar Library (which 
is becoming one of the most important libraries of the world in 
the matter of the richness of its collections of Oriental books 
and manuscripts) and the place from which all Charters for 
Sections and Branches, and Diplomas of Membership, officially 
issue. Perhaps this may resolve the doubts of those who imagine 
that the Society could get along as well without a Federal Head- 
quarters, that a body can thrive without a nucleating centre. 
At my Office centre all the threads of influence which bind 
together the eleven national Sections of the Society into one 
consolidated unit, so that the view of the movement which I 
have is, so to say, a universal one, while that which presents 
itself to a large number of our members is either of a parochial 
character, relating to their own small centre, or merely national 
with the capital city of the country as the nucleus of the move- 
ment. You cannot possibly realise the size of the movement to 
which you belong until you let your thought travel over con- 
tinents and oceans, from the Branches in Northern Sweden 
within the Polar Circle to those at the southern extremity of the 
South Island of New Zealand, and then fix your attention upon 
Adyar, our official centre, the heart from which .pulsates the 
vital force that keeps alive all Branches and Sections throughout 
the world. The secret" of the persistent vigor of the Society is 
that its platform is so drafted as to exclude all dogmas, all social 
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contests, all causes of strife and dissension such as are begotten 
of questions of sex, colour, religion, and fortune, and make 
altruism, tolerance, peace, and brotherliness the cornerstones 
upon which it rests; its aim is to. make us keep ever in view a 
splendid Ideal and stimulate us to observe the Golden Rule of 
doing to others as we would wish to be done by. I do not venture 
for one moment to say that we have fully succeeded in living up 
to our Ideal; far from it. But the mere fact of the existence of 
the Society after all its vicissitudes and its present powerful 
vitality, gives ample proof that we have achieved much in that 
direction. We have had a multitude of shocks and crises through 
which the Society has passed unscathed, as it will pass through 
the others which must inevitably come. However oblivious of 
it others may be, I never for one moment forget that the great 
Teachers, whom I have been blessed in knowing personally for 
many years, are behind this movement, watching over it and 
helping every one of us who has deserved their assistance. 
Under such auspices this Society will never perish while there 
remains even a small handful of members who are brave, faithful, 
and unselfish. 

Complaints made against the Theosophical Society. 

One objection which has been rather persistently, urged by 
those to whom socialism is an active issue, is that while we pro- 
fess to make fraternity our chief ideal, we do nothing to practi- 
cally illustrate it in the way of forming socialistic and charitable 
societies. These views are based upon a total misapprehension 
of the constitutional character of our Society. Its aim is to float 
ideas which are likely to benefit the whole world, to give clear 
and just conceptions of the duty of man to man, of the way to 
secure peace and good-will between nations, to show how the 
individual can secure happiness for himself and spread it around 
him by pursuing a certain line of conduct, and how Ignorance, 
which has been declared by that great Teacher, the Buddha, to 
be the source of all human miseries, can be dispelled : one of its 
chief objects is to discover and expound the fundamental basis 
on which stand all religious systems, and to make men divest 
themselves of every shadow of dogma, so as to become tolerant 
and forbearing towards all men of other faiths than their own. 
It was never even dreamt that we should amass capital as a So- 
ciety to organize societies of any kind, whether socialistic, religi- 
ous, or commercial, and I have set my face from the first against 
every attempt to make it responsible for the private preferences 
and prejudices of its members, repudiating in toto every pro- 
cedure, however seemingly innocent in itself, which could be 
construed into a breach of our constitutional neutrality. The 
members of the French Section will recollect that quite recently 
I had to officially reprobate the passing of a resolution expressing 
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the Society's sympathy for the work of a Peace Society. Should 
we once begin this ill-advised departure from the neutral ground 
upon which we have grown and flourished, and express our col- 
lective sympathy with socialistic, temperance, vegetarian, anti- 
slavery, esoteric, Masonic, political, and charitable societies, we 
should soon fall into chaos ; our resolutions of sympathy would 
soon become a drug in the market, and all our present dignity 
would be sacrificed in gushes of uncontrolled sentimentality. It 
is hard for me to have to utter this word of warning, but I would 
rather a hundred times sacrifice the friendly opinion of my col- 
leagues than keep silent while they, in their inexperience, are 
trying to drag our car to the crest of the slope at whose foot lies 
the chasm of ruin. 

I hope you all understand that while I am. defending the 
rights of the Society as a body, I have not the remotest wish or 
thought of interfering in the least degree with the liberty of the 
individual : quite the contrary, I sympathise with and encourage 
every tendency in my colleagues to ally themselves with move- 
ments tending towards the public good : I even go further in 
setting the example of working for the promotion of education 
among the Buddhists of Ceylon and the Pariahs of Southern 
India : I am also a Trustee and friend of the Central Hindu Col- 
lege managed by Mrs. Besant at Benares, without either she or 
I, in our work among the Hindus and the Buddhists respectively, 
attempting to throw the responsibility for it on the Society. 

Another complaint made is that we are responsible for the 
whole litter of little occult societies (some of them of an indecent 
character, since they have sold love philtres, tips for speculations 
on the Stock Exchange and the Racecourse, reading of fortunes, 
etc:). Needless to tell any of you older members, the Society is 
not only not responsible for these little centres of selfishness and 
superstition but they are abhorrent to its ideal. These social mi- 
crobes have ever existed beneath the surface of human society, 
and any powerful force-current like that of our movement stim- 
ulates them into activity. I am sorry to say that I have found 
in different countries that members, carried aw T ay by a thirst for 
the occult and the mysterious, have patronized all sorts of huck- 
sters of phenomena, and have but too readily enlisted themselves 
as followers of these exploiters of human credulity. Until now 
a majority of our members have not come to realise the differ- 
ence between the veritable siddhis (spiritual powers) described 
by Patanjali, the great founder of the Indian philosophy of Yoga, 
and the elementary psychical powers of uneducated, sometimes 
hysteriac, persons who give stances for pay or gratuitously. It 
is impossible to dwell too strenuously upon the prime importance 
of learning to distinguish between these manifestations. The 
psychic faculty, like a sharp sword standing in the * corner of a 
room, may be used for a good or an evil purpose. The possess- 
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ion of clairvoyance, whether retrospective or prophetic, clair- 
audience, the power to speak or write in unlearnt languages, to 
move ponderable objects without touch, to read thoughts, to 
travel in the astral body, to precipitate pictures or writings upon 
paper or other materials, to see and describe absent persons, etc. , 
are no evidence whatever of purity, elevation of character, or 
spiritual evolution : I have known persons rarely gifted in one 
or other of these respects who were immoral in habit and false 
in statement. Patanjali specially warns us to avoid at all costs 
the following of these perverting psychical powers into the side 
paths which lead the pilgrim away from the straight road that 
runs towards the top of the mountain of spiritual development. 
They are but the frog spawn floating on the surface of the water 
over which we must propel the bark of our Higher Self to arrive 
at the port of adeptship. 

While upon this subject I wish to impress upon your minds 
that no more dangerous obstacle lies in the Upward Path than 
credulity. The first great lesson taught by the Master to his pu- 
pil is to use his reason and common-sense in all things : no teach- 
ing is to be taken as inspired, no teacher to be infallible. "Act," 
wrote a teacher to me in the beginning of my pupilage, "as 
though we had no existence. Do your duty as you see it and 
leave the results to take care of themselves. Expect nothing 
from us, yet be ready for anything." This was a life-lasting les- 
son to me, and I have acted upon it to the best of my ability ever 
since. In the very early days I had the tendency of taking as 
almost unquestionable the teachings that I got from Madame 
Blavatsky : I was afraid not to follow blindly her instructions 
lest I might unwittingly be disobedient to the wishes of the Un- 
seen Teachers. But experience cured me of that and threw me 
back upon the exercise of my common-sense, since which time 
I have had nothing to regret. I pass this lesson on to you, begin- 
ners, in the hope that in the early stages of your career you may 
be willing to listen to the advice of an elder brother, whose ex- 
perience in psychical matters already dates back fifty-five years. 

Do not be carried away by over-credulity into accepting as 
infallible a single line or word written or spoken in our move- 
ment from the time of H. P. B. onward; do not blindly believe 
that an eloquent speaker or writer must of necessity be more holy 
than yourselves, nor, on the other hand, fall into the fatal mistake 
of imagining that because one of your leaders may have failed, 
through moral weakness or temporary moral aberration, to em- 
body the ideal of the Perfect Man, he or she must therefore be 
unable to transmit teachings of a high order. For recollect, my 
friends, we are all of us at the present time grossly ignorant of 
the relationship between psychism and spirituality, we do not 
know the boundary line between them, nor how it is that occa- 
sionally a polluted person, physically, may be utilised as a channel 
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for the inflow of spiritual teaching. Does it not suggest itself to 
your common-sense that, given the fact of the world's population 
numbering some 1 , 500, 000, 000 and of all beingun der the supervision 
of the Guardians of the Race, a countless number of intermediate 
agents must be needed to act under the direction of the "Elder 
Brothers" to carry out their plans for facilitating the operation of 
the Law of Karma? And do you suppose that the Masters have 
at their disposal a sufficient number of untainted and absolutely 
pure intermediaries to do this service? Some years ago I wrote 
an article on "Asceticism", in which I told about the rebuke that 
was administed to me at Bombay by a Teacher; when, upon be- 
ing asked to name one among all the then members of the Society 
in India whom I thought the brightest spiritually, I named one 
whose devotion to the Society was great and whose personal con- 
duct was irreproachable, but I was told that I should have selec- 
ted a certain other person, who, although a drunkard, was spirit- 
ually advanced within. 

No sensible person would say that a person addicted to 
drunkenness or sexual excesses is more likely to be an accurate 
teacher or wise counsellor than one who leads a decent life — quite 
the contrary — but it means that now and again appears a person 
who, despite moral failings, can serve as a channel for high 
teachings. Yet the very fact of his moral taint would naturally 
put us on our guard for fear that we might fall into the trap of 
our own credulity and take the teachings without proper scrutiny. 

Then, again, the question of mental aberration, a most in- 
sidious and dangerous matter, confronts us. It is a fact affirmed 
by all medical authorities that in our daily intercourse we are con- 
stantly meeting with persons apparently sane, who, nevertheless, 
are suffering from some mental aberration upon a given subject, 
which may pass unnoticed for years unless some sudden occur- 
rence should bring a pressure upon them, when this seemingly 
innocent eccentricity may develop into acute mania. The impetu- 
ous current of modern life tends to develop unhealthy nervous 
states, and hysteria, a monster which takes on many forms and may 
complete nervous disequilibrium in any one of a hundred aspects, is 
regarded by medical specialists as the most disturbing factor in our 
social relations. One medical author goes so far as to say that our 
great cities are, in fact, enormous hospitals. What is called * 'genius' ' 
may often be a species of madness, and the personal vanity so 
characteristic of many devotees of the arts — music, poetry, paint- 
ing, sculpture, the drama, literature — is diagnosed as one of the 
signs of hysteria. A French writer says that every hysteriac 
must have his or her pedestal upon which to stand and attract at- 
tention. The craving for notoriety tends to make the hysteriac 
accuse herself or himself of even crimes rather than not be talked 
about. A curious case of "hysterial short leg," to use the doc- 
tor's descriptive phrase, has recently been admitted into a special 
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hospital in central London. A Fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, speaking of the case, said : "This assumption of bodily 
defects is not altogether unusual, and is a form of hysteria." 

All of you have read the works of novelists who show their 
want of mental balance in their writings, it being in some instan- 
ces carried to a striking degree. The founders of religious 
schools are sometimes of this half-mad class, giving themselves 
.out as inspired and in relations with personages of supernal rank. 
I have recently received a letter containing alleged written mes- 
sages to myself from Mahatmas and from H. P. B., telling me of 
great changes that are to be made in our movement and in others 
by my correspondent as agent of the higher powers. This is not 
the only example within my experience. But unfortunately 
these self- constituted agents of Fate do not know that long be- 
fore Madame Blavatsky's death a certain password was agreed 
upon between us two and our Adept Guru, which should always 
be embodied in any written or spoken message purporting to 
come from either of us or from our Teacher, and until I get that 
I shall never be ready to accept as genuine any message given 
me by medium, seer, or revelator. The most audacious of such 
communications which I have received was one from a British 
subject, who, it appears, had made my acquaintance and joined 
the Society nine years previously. He says that he had been 
disappointed because our colleagues, instead of studying the re- 
ligions of the world and trying to reconcile them, had taken to 
publishing doctrines of their own, contrary to religion. He then 
goes on to give me the following message, which I copy for 'the 
benefit of my fellow-students, especially for the medical men 
present, as a specimen of this mad hysterical vanity which is al- 
most .unique. He says: "I regret this the more as God, the 
Creator and Ruler of the Universe, and Author of all religions, 
has spoken to me, and revealed to me the truth. This I have 
already given you in an inspired letter, which God dictated to 
me on June 9th, but which I sent to India by mistake. I hope you 
received it. It was intended to help you in your, projects. 
Should you desire any further help from God I am empowered 
to receive your enquiries, and deliver you the replies. God is 
willing to communicate with you on any subject you may desire. ',' 

I have not said this by way of a joke or to make you laugh, 
and far be it from me, a man of keen artistic susceptibilities, one 
who recognizes the holy power of art in all its forms to express 
the noblest aspirations of the human mind, one who has been 
taught by Theosophy to at least grasp the idea of the illimitable 
possibilities of the developed intuitive faculty to explain to us 
ourselves, the nature about us, and what lies behind its smiling 
mask, to utter a word of disloyalty to my convictions. There is 
the true art of the artist, the painter, the musician, the sculptor, 
the orator, and the writer, and the meretricious art that aims at 
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display, develops an exaggerated vanity, in short a half madness, 
the child of hysteria. Let us suppose that we have been for 
years enjoying the writings of one who has given us pleasure 
and real help in the gaining of knowledge, but who suddenly 
shows by some outrageous action or teaching that his mind is in 
an unhealthy state. Our idol, one might say, has fallen from its 
pedestal and lies broken at our feet. The sun of our life seems 
no longer to shine, all turns black about us, we fall into despair, 
losing faith, losing confidence, losing hope. Under the impulse 
of our stidden grief, we become desperate ; we sweep out the 
fragments of our idol, but leave the pedestal standing until we can 
make a new one to put in the vacant place. With unreasoning im- 
pulse we begin to doubt if any teaching given us by our formerly 
adored authority is really true, our suspicion works back through 
all his books and lectures and essays, and if we do not throw 
them out of the window or burn them we lock them up in a 
closet or put them into a dark corner of "our library so as to get 
them out of sight. Such conduct is absurd and proves that we 
are. not well balanced mentally ourselves. Here is the point 
where we should summon up all our reason and common-sense, 
and you will now see the profound wisdom of the advice given 
me by the Teacher and given by. the Buddha as the true basis of 
religious exegesis in his "Kalama Sutra," or sermon fo the peo- 
ple of the Kalama District of India : "Believe nothing," he said, 
"merely because it is written in a book, or taught by a Sage, or 
handed down by a tradition, or inspired by a De.va, etc., but be- 
lieve only when the thing written or spoken commends itself to 
your reason and your experience : then believe and act accord- 
ingly." These are not his exact words, as I have no copy of the 
book here to quote from, but their substance. When I first read 
this discourse I told the High Priest Sumangala, of Ceylon, that 
if the Buddha had never uttered another word during his long 
life it was worth his while to have gone through his numberless 
reincarnations to have come to the point where he could lay down 
this magnificent teaching. Echoing his views, I advise you to 
pay no attention to the presumed authority and inspiration of 
any of your own teachers of the past, present, or future, but to 
judge their utterances with the calm judgment of your experi- 
ence, your reason, and your common-sense. 

Another cause of complaint against the Society is that its 
members are disposed to undervalue the methods and results of 
men of science. A conclusion to which some of us would jump, 
so to say, at a first seance with a psychist, is reached by them only 
after long and painstaking research, numberless repetitions of 
observations, and the exclusion of every weak point in the train 
of reasoning. Evidently the two plans of obtaining knowledge 
are diametrically opposed. But with this difference that, whereas 
we may have formed and rejected a half dozen hypotheses, the 
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man of science, like the tortoise in the fable, wins the race by- 
going slow and making sure of every step before taking the next 
one. Of course I know as well as anyone how out of sympathy 
we persons of the intuitive class are with these cool-brained, cau- 
tious, and conservative leaders of science, how impatient we grow 
at their refusal to recognise a thing which to us is as clear as day- 
light ; and no one has more bitterly denounced their methods in 
the past than H. P. B. and myself, who put much of our bitter- 
ness into his Unveiled during the two years that were occupied in 
its writing. I confess to having even gone so far as to invent, to 
my eminent colleague's amusement, the term "Huxleyocentric 
system of science." That was a time when the tone of contem- 
porary science was distinctly materialistic, and the late Professor 
Huxley and his eminent colleague, Professor Tyndall, had an 
equal horror of the word " intuition" and all it involved. Since 
that time enormous strides have been made from the rocky fort- 
ress of materialism towards the borderland of that smiling Land 
of Beulah which is alleged to be the home pf spiritual philosophy 
and its Teachers. Since that time — 1874-5-6 — the discoveries of 
Rontgen, Crookes, Curie, have almost dissolved away the hard 
walls that fenced in the fields of science, and Lodge, Li6bault, 
Bernheim, Charcot, Hyslop, de Rochas, William James, Fried- 
rich Schiller, and others have opened up such vistas in the depart- 
ment of study of the latent powers in man as compel us to realise 
that the day when there will be a blending of ancient and mod- 
ern science is within measurable distance. 

Some of you know that my researches into practical psychol- 
ogy date back more than half a century ; in fact I have so stated 
it above ; and I return to it only to tell you that my long observa- 
tions in the field of Spiritualism, Mesmerism, Thought- Reading, 
Clairvoyance, and Psychic Healing made it comparatively easy 
for me to understand the teachings of Eastern Esoteric Science 
as expounded to me by H. P. B. : they are, in fact, so many let- 
ters of the alphabet from which the Ancient Wisdom has been 
written. 

The enormous growth and present vitality of the Theosophi- 
cal movement has been above noted. One conspicuous proof of 
the latter is the great body of theosophical literature, in which, 
along with a good deal of trash, is a great mass of precious teach- 
ing. It is but fair for us to recall the fact that the chief source 
of all this literature is the writings of H. P. B., and if this move- 
ment is so strong it is because she left behind her a great reser- 
voir of precious truth. People were inclined to criticise her ec- 
centricities and idiosyncrasies, to find fault with her shortcomings 
and faults of one kind or another; even to this very day infamous 
pamphlets are being written against her and much time has been 
wasted by her friends in her defence. But now that she has 
passed out of our view her greatness of soul and wonderful en- 
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dowments become more and more strikingly evident. In her two 
great books, Isis Unveiled and The Secret Doctrine, she has left two 
great monuments which will carry her name down to succeeding 
generations of students. We owe her a debt, we her colleagues, 
which can never be repaid. Let us hold her memory then in 
love and honor. 

It would be very unfair to exclude from our notice of the 
influences which have operated for the building up of strong 
centres at Paris, London, Amsterdam, Chicago, and other impor- 
tant places, the contributions of Mrs Annie Besant to our literature. 
Taking the matter she found in the works of H. P. B. and adding 
to it the result of her own observations and researches, she has 
made larger additions to our literature than any other person, 
contributions which show the enormous grasp of her mind and 
profundity of her insight. Then we have. Mr. G. R. S. Mead, a 
scholar who is surely destined to occupy a high place in the 
modern school of scientific inquiry into the origins of religions, 
and the contributions of Mr. Sinnett have been most timely and 
precious. • I might enumerate a long list of names of workers in 
different countries who have helped to make the Society what it 
is, but shall confine myself to this country, recalling to your 
memory the names of various men who have been efficient 
workers in the past. That some of thenTseceded with ^lr. Judge 
and cut themselves off from us is of no moment, for a man's good 
deeds are recorded to his credit in the pages of history and 
nothing whatever can obliterate the record. I mention, then, 
the following: W. Q. Judge, Dr. Jerome A. Anderson, E. A. 
Neresheimer, Dr. J. D. Buck, Alex. Fullerton, Mrs. K. B. Davis, 
D. D. Chidester, W. J. Walters, Miss Marie A. Walsh, Dr Hart- 
mann, and a score more recur to me. However much I may fail 
to render them full justice in this hasty summary, it does not 
really matter to them, for in the "Record Book of the Akasha" 
the smal.lest of their good deeds is forever inscribed by the pen 
of Karma. 

Some who do not look at things below the surface ask each 
other and even ask me why it is that there is such a great differ- 
ence between the work of Mrs. Besant and that of myself, saying 
that while she is a great lecturer upon religious things, I am 
only the Executive Manager of the Society. Well now, in the 
first p?ace, two Annie Besants have not been produced in one 
epoch ; she was exactly adapted to this special role and has been 
doing the work for which her great teacher, H. P. B., was in no 
way fitted. Nor were the two Founders of the Society at all 
alike, except in the one thing of our common devotion to the 
Masters and to their cause ; she was essentially the writer, I the 
organiser and executive director. Thus we supplemented each 
other and together won the success which neither of us could 
have commanded alone. The same remark applies to the whole" 
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body of our members — no two of us are exactly alike, each has 
his special endowments which it behooves him to cultivate and 
use as actively as possible for the good of the Society and the 
strengthening of its influence in the world for the spread of ' 
Truth and the uplifting of Humanity. 

H. S. Olcott. 

The Committee on Credentials offered a provisional report 
and was continued. 

The Chair on behalf of the Convention received Mr. S. G. 
Pandit as a delegate from the Indian Section. In a few words 
Mr. Pandit extended the greetings and good wishes of the Indian 
Section to us in Convention assembled, assuring us of their fra- 
ternal interest and desire for our success in every way. A no- 
ticeable difference in 'the viewpoints between the East and the 
West is the apparently strong and vital interest that we take in 
the business meetings of the Convention, while in the Orient it 
is the meetings with lectures and discussions that attract the lar- 
gest number with the greatest interest. 

Mr. J. P. Schurrman of Holland, was extended a welcome 
as a delegate from the Dutch Section. Mr. Schurrman brought 
us fraterifal greetings and wishes for a useful, successful Con- 
vention from the Dutch Section, which were most cordially re- 
ceived. 

Mr. J. Harrie Carnes of Washington, D. C, offered the 

following motion, second, Mr. R. H. Randall: 

I move that Mr. C. Jinarajadasa be invited to attend the deliberations of 
this Convention as a welcome guest. 

The motion was declared out of order by the Chair, as the 
permanent organization of the Convention had not been affected. 

The Chair called for nominations for Permanent Secretary 
and Mr. K no the moved that the Temporary Secretary be con- 
tinued in office, second, Mrs. Gaston. The motion was carried. 

The Chair appointed the Special Committees as follows : 

On Audit: — Judge W. K. James, St. Joseph, Mo., Chairman; 
Dr. H. E. Dennett, Boston; Dr. Eleanor M. Hiestand-Moore, 
Philadelphia. 

On Nominations: — Mrs. Kate Buffington Davis, Boston, Chair- 
man; Miss S. H. Jacobs, St. Joseph, Mo. ; Mr. C. G. Snow, Chi- 
cago; Mrs. E. S. Brougham, Chicago; Mr. E. H. Bradbury, Kan- 
sas City. 

On Resolutions: — Mr. D. D. Chidester, Philadelphia, Chair- 
man; Mrs. F. W. Richardson, St. Louis; Mrs. Harriett C. Dodge, 
Minneapolis; Mr. Henry Hotchner, New York; Mr. A. B. Gross- 
man, Chicago. 
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The General Secretary offered his annual report as follows : 

THE GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

Brethren of the Convention : 

For the twentieth time the Annual Convention of the Theo- 
sophical Society in America, or the American Section T. S., is 
now assembled. It is our custom to hear first the statistical re- 
cord of the Conventional year. 

Only four Branches have been chartered. 



NAME 


PLACE 


DATE 


Melrose Highlands T. S. .... 
Long Beach T. S 


Long Beach, Calif 


Oct. 17, 1905 
Mar. 10, 1906 


Colorado T. S 


Denver, Colo 


July 20, 1906 
Aug. 20, 1906 


Duluth T. S 


Duluth, Minn 







The Portland T. S., Portland, Oregon, reorganized under the 
charter held by the Willamette T. S. and changed its name to 
Portland. 

One Branch has dissolved, — Fort Wayne T. S., Fort Wayne, 
Ind. The Pohaialoha T. S. has been suppressed by the Execu- 
tive Committee. There are now 72 Branches in the Section. 

The number of members admitted is 417; restored 30; re- 
signed 45; died 21; dropped from the roll 310.* Of Branch 
members there are 2269 ; of members at large 338 ; total 2607. 
Last year there were 2550, so that only 57 have been gained. 

At the Post-Convention meeting immediately after the 
adjournment of Convention last year, a Resolution, adopted by a 
rising vote, requested Colonel Olcott to extend to America the 
visit he purposed to Europe this year, and particularly that he 
be present at our Annual Convention. The Resolution was not 
strictly an act of Convention but only of Post- Convention meet- 
ing, yet it clearly expressed the desire of delegates, and the 
Executive Committee gave effect to it by repeating to Colonel 
Olcott the invitation and by appropriating the necessary funds. 
Thus we are privileged with his presence to-day. 

Mr Knothe suggested that Branches and individuals should 
give to the relief of California sufferers money purposed for the 
usual floral decorations on White Lotus Day, sending it to the 
General Secretary's office, and this suggestion was so largely 
adopted that the total sum was $353.16. A little was expended 
on Santa Rosa, but all the rest on San Francisco brethren, distri- 
bution being made first by Mr. Willis, and then in his absence 
by Mrs. Taffinder. Warm expressions of gratitude have been 
sent here. 

To the Pariah Fund and to Mrs. Courtright's Pariah Food 
Fund have been contributed $54.00, and $10.00 were given to the 
Adyar Headquarters Fund. For the Russian family for whom 
Col. Olcott made appeal in Messenger were received $179.85. 
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OurlastConventiondesiredthe Executive Committee to inquire 
into the expediency of holding the next meeting at a summer re- 
sort of the Chautauqua type, and the Committee obtained facts 
as to the most feasible of these, — Put-in- Bay on Lake Erie. It 
seemed fitting, however, to take the sense of the Branches on 
such a change, and a circular was prepared which, after stating 
the advantages and disadvantages, requested each Branch to 
vote on two questions. The first was whether the Branch de- 
sired Convention to be held in Chicago as heretofore. By a. sin- 
gular blunder which I do not understand but for which I alone 
am responsible and blameable, the second question was not put 
as Convention had purposed, to wit, whether the next Convention 
should be held at a Chautauqua resort, but whether all Conven- 
tions should hereafter be so held. This was certainly not what 
the Resolution had in view, and I wish to express both apology 
and regret for an error which has no excuse ; yet I do not think 
that it really much affected the vote. The Washington Branch, 
which had brought the subject before Convention, very properly 
refused to vote at all, on the ground that the matter had not 
been correctly presented. One Branch voted No on both ques- 
tions, considering that Convention should be held in various 
cities. One Branch voted in favor of a Chautauqua resort. 
Forty-nine voted to continue in Chicago our meetings. The 
overwhelming sentiment of the Section would therefore seem to 
favor a city rather than a forest, but I do not understand this to 
mean that the Branches would discountenance the acquisition by 
Chicago Branch of a commodious and cheerful Headquarters, 
glowing with sunshine and sweet with pure air, a spot to which, 
the thoughts of delegates would delightedly turn when announce- 
ment was made of an approaching Convention. 

Propaganda work during the year past has been noticeably 
vigorous and successful. Dr. Moore has labored in Chicago, Colum- 
bus, New Haven, Providence, New York. Mr. Hotcbner's tour was 
mainly in the West and North West, though later he brought in 
Philadelphia, New York, St. Joseph, Mo., and the Branches 
within striking distance of the last. Besides his Branch work 
and public lectures, he appeared by invitation on several oc- 
casions before Public and High Schools, addressing great audi- 
ences of young people. Mr. Jinarajadasa devoted himself to the 
Central and Eastern States, and the size of his audiences, notably 
in New York and Boston, excited enthusiasm on the spot and in 
the central office. His resignation in April prevented the 
rounding out of a tour which would have included six more 
Branches and have carried him into July. 

Our lecturers observed the lessening of suspicion to- 
wards Theosophy, evidenced in the size of audiences at 
public lectures and in the singular readiness of newspapers to 
open their columns to notices and reports. Thus year by year 
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our work becomes more possible, and year after year shows its 
fruit, a fruit not the less observable because the Society itself so 
little grows. 

The San Francisco catastrophe did not paralyze Theosophical 
activity in that region. Mr. Rogers has even extended his 
labors, lecturing and visiting indefatigably. The Pacific Coast 
Committee have made him its Chairman. Miss Jefferson's spe- 
cialty, one which is likely to become a marked feature in Theo- 
sophical work as its importance is perceived with time, is the 
visitation of prisons, civil and military. These activities will 
doubtless be fully reported by the Pacific Coast Committee, but 
they deserve notice here, especially as both have received some 
small aid from the Propaganda Fund. 

On the first of last September the Propaganda Fund 
contained $505.25, but $500.00 of this were an appropriation by 
the Executive Committee from the General Fund. During the 
year we have received from the Convention pledges $492.00; 
from donations $1994.68; from collections by the National Com- 
mittee $330.75, a total of $2817.43. The expenses of our 
lecturers and workers were $1958.99; printing and supplying 
documents $226.74; other expenses $23.00. The present surplus 
is $1113.95. 

This is a goodly sum wherewith to begin another year, but 
it is far away from what will be needed if a second full worker 
is put into the field and if our usual operations are to be 
increased rather than lessened. Hence another vigorous call for 
Convention pledges and for universal part in the collections 
made by the National Committee. 

Our yearly record would be defective if there was omitted 
from it its most momentous occurrence, the saddest tragedy in 
the history of the T. S., affecting one of the most illustrious 
Theosophists of the age. Yet very brief reference must suffice. 
Conditions which are known to all of you made clear to the Exec- 
utive Committee that, however deep the gratitude and personal 
affection felt by the members, their duty to the Society required 
that the case must be settled by reference to the highest author- 
ity therein; and what was the decision of the President- Founder 
and the Advisory Board he summoned was made known to you 
in Messenger for June. In all the sadness and sorrow depressing 
those of us who have known and loved the respondent, there is 
at least one gleam of brightness. It is the fact that no thought 
of unfairness in the supreme conduct of the case embitters him. 
When asked at its conclusion if he considered impartial the rul- 
ings of the Chairman, he replied * 'Absolutely so". 

Our record shows no large Sectional growth for the year, 
and in no part of the T. S. has appeared any Theosophical book 
of unusual value. Yet this does not mean a year without prog- 
ress or fruit. The general indications are rather that the diffus- 
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ion of Theosophic thought continues everywhere unabated, the 
great liberal movement which precedes welcome to Theosophy 
exhibiting itself in many quarters. One may observe increasing 
cases of outspoken "heterodoxy" among ministers, a more rational 
thought in sermons, a complaint that Theological Seminaries 
have smaller and feebler classes than formerly, a growing use of 
the term * 'Theosophy" in the press. That all of this will become 
more abounding in the second and third quarters of the century, 
who can doubt?' And then in the fourth will come the great 
Teacher whom H. P. B. predicted. Perhaps none of us here 
will be there to greet him ; some of us may be even now very 
near the end of our contributory preparation. Yet it is much to 
have done only a little to the smoothing of the path, and when 
work drops away from the nerveless hands folding for their rest, 
the distant dawn of the Theosophic triumph may well flush with 
a joyous smile every one who has had part in making possible 
that great consummation,— the advent of a new Teacher, a new 
Guide to humanity. 

Alexander Fullerton, General Secretary. 

THE TREASURER'S REPORT 

(From Sept. 1st, 1905, to Sept. 1st, 1906) 
Receipts. 

Surplus from last year $1395 74 

. Received from Branch fees and dues 2571.00 

Received from dues and fees at large 388.50 

Donations 31.00 

Donations to Adyar 10.00 

Interest on Bank deposit 44.91 

$4441.15 

Disbursements. 

Remitted to Adyar % fees and dues $739.88 

11 " donations 10.00 

Appropriation to Messenger 634.00 

" Review 109.75 

14 Theosophist , 104.25 

Col. Olcptt's American visit 500.00 

Stenografy and typewriting 687.17 

Printing Convention Proceedings 180.00 

Gift to Mr. C. Jinarajadasa 100.00 

Stamps 99.75 

General Secretary's R. R. expenses to Chicago 75.00 

Rent of Convention Hall 50.00 

Expenses of Executive Committee 35.63 

Telegrams 34.78 

Stationery 28 21 

Printing 26.50 

Expenses of Press Committee 15.00 

Incidentals 7.99 

$3387.91 

Surplus on hand $1053.24 

Alexander Fullerton, Treasurer. 

i 
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The Committee on Credentials through its Chairman offered 
the following report which was declared accepted by the chair as 
no objections were offered. 

LIST OF DELEGATES AND PROXIES 20TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

AMERICAN SECTION THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

HELb AT CHICAGO, ILL., SEP. 17TH. 1906. 



BRANCHES. 



DELEGATES. 



Anaconda, S votes 
Boston, Alpha, 8 votes 
Boston, Boston, 16 votes 



Boston, Huntington, 5 votes 
Brooklyn, 2 votes 
Buffalo, 8 votes 
Butte, 8 votes 

Chicago, 86 votes 



Englewood White, 5 votes 



Cleveland, 10 votes 

Colorado-Denver, 1 vote 
Denver, 4 votes 
Detroit, 8 votes 
Detroit- Vivelius, 2 votes 

Duluth, 1 vote 



Dr. H. E. Dennett, [8] 
Mrs. Florence A. Taylor, [2] 
Carl G. B. Knauff , [2] 
Mrs. Kate B. Davis, [8] 



Mrs. Emily A. Partridge, [5] 



J. P. Hanson, [2] 
Mary E. O'Neill 
Mrs. Laura Randall, [2] 
Mrs. Anna W. Van Hook 

C. H. Mowry,[2] 
R. H. Randall, [2] 
Mrs. Nora L. Petrie 
Tom Corwin 

Mrs. Emmy Forssell 
Miss Mary Adams 
Dr. Weller Van Hook 
F. O. Petrie 
Miss J. K. Somer 

D. S. M. Unger 

J. M. Henderson, [2] 

A. H. Franciscus 

John Forssell 

Mrs. A. M. Spaulding 

Miss H P. Hurlbut 

F. D. Spaulding 

Mrs. Grace B. Ball 

Mrs. L. U. Brown 

Miss I. Wisely 

K. E. Morck 

S. S. Franciscus 

Mrs. M. T. Blair 

Mrs. E. P. Bleasdale 

Miss K. Smith 

A. E. Brown 

Mrs. A. B. Sherwood 

Mrs. M. G. Davidson 

Emil Ullrich 

Miss I. Winckler 

Mrs. Gussie M. Trull, [2] 

Dr. Alice M. Campbell 

Miss Ella Abeel 

Mrs. Augusta Hynes 

Mrs. A. H. Carpenter 

Mrs. L. C. Dwelle 

Dr. Martin V. Meddaugh, [81 
Frank H. Wells •">■«. 

Mrs. Helen B. Young 



PROXIES. 

J. P. Hanson, [8] 



R. A. Burnett 
Dr. Mary Weeks Burnett 
Mrs Emma S. Brougham 
Miss Margaret Shanks 
A. B. Grossman 
Miss Lillian Kelting 
Chas. G Snow 
Miss Pauline Kelly 
Mrs. Lucille Nevers 

Miss Annie McQueen, [2] 
Mrs. Kate B. Davis 



Miss Margaret Shanks 



Miss Lucy Noyes, [9] 
Chas. G. Snow, [4] 

W. G. Greenleaf 
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BRANCHES 



DELEGATES 



PROXIES 



Freeport, 2 votes 

Great Falls, 2 votes 
Grand Rapids, 1 vote 
Honolulu, 2 votes 
Holyoke, 5 votes 
Jackson, 2 votes 

Kansas City, 7 votes 



Lansing, 2 votes 
Lima, 2 votes 

Lincoln, 8 votes 



Long Beach, 1 vote 
Los Angeles, 10 votes 
Melrose Highlands, 1 vote 
Minneapolis, 6 votes 



Yggdrasil, 8 votes 

Montreal, 1 vote 
Muskegon, 2 votes 

New Orleans, 8 votes 



Newton Highlands, 8 votes 
New York, 18 votes 



Norfolk, 1 vote 
Oakland, 4 votes 
Peabody, 2 votes 
Philadelphia, 14 votes 



Pierre, 1 vote 
Portland, O'g'n, 2 votes 
Providence, 2 votes 
Rochester, 2 votes 
Sacramento, 1 vote 
Saginaw, 5 votes 
St. Joseph, 4 votes 



St. Louis, 8 votes 



St. Paul, 8 votes 



San Diego, 8 votes 
San Francisco, 11 votes 

" Golden Gate, 5 votes 
Santa Rosa, 2 votes 
Seattle, 9 votes 
Spokane, 8 votes 
Streator, 1 vote 



F. J. Kunz 
Wm. Brinsmaid 

Philip L. Faulk 

John H. Bell, [5] 



Tas. T. Manning 
Helen Osborn 
Dr. B. W. Lindberg 
Mrs. Rose Roberts 
Dorothy Manning 
G. A. Roberts 
E. H. Bradbury 
Miss Mary Gerber 
Mr. E. W. Jackson 
Mrs. E. W. Jackson 
Capt. L. W. Billingsley 
Mrs. Billingsley 



Mrs. Laura Rogers [5] 

Lauritz Rustin 
Mrs. Emily Laird 
Mrs. Francis Murdock 
Mrs. Annette Ellison 
Miss Helen Blacklin 
Mrs. Harriet Dodge 
Mrs. Kristine Hansen 
Mrs. Lena G. Holt, [2] 

Mrs. Loretta E. Booth 
Mrs. Martha Hokensen 
Miss Marie Poutz 
Miss A. J. Bonnabel 

Mrs. Minnie H. Holbrook, [8] 
Alexander Fullerton, [10] 
Frank F. Knothe 
Mrs. M. Knothe 
Henry Hotchner 
A. P. Warrington 



D. D. Chidester, [11] 
Dr. E. M. Chidester 
Dr. E. Hiestand-Moore 
H. F. Munro 
Robert L. Kelly 



J. P. Hanson, [2] 

Mrs. L. J. Hotaling, [2] 

Mrs. Clara F. Gaston 
Mrs. Helen I. Dennis 



D. D. Chidester 



Henry Hotchner 
Mrs. Helen Dennis 
Miss E. M. Fike, [5] 
Mrs. Florence A. Taylor 



R. H. Randall 



R. A. Burnett 



Mrs. L. J. Hotaling, [4] 
R. H. Randall, [2] 



Judge W. K. Tames, [2] 

Miss Elizabeth Rusk 

Miss Sarah H. Jacobs 

Mrs. A. M. Goodale 

Mrs. F. W. Richardson 

Miss Rosalie Dunn 

H. H. Fuller, [21 

Mrs. H. Emma Prudens 

Mrs. Margaret Bell 

Mrs. Imogene Ossmann 

Mrs. E. M. Blackman 

Miss Mary Culver 

Mrs. Margaret Chase 

Mrs. Janet B. McGovern, [8] 

Mrs. L. J. Hotaling, [11] 



Ivor Haglund, [9] 
John MacKenzie, [8] 
John E. Williams 



F. F. Knothe, [2] 
Dr. E. Hiestand-Moore, [2 
Mrs. Annie M. Goodale, [2 
Mrs. Janet B. McGovern 
F. F. Knothe. [5] 



R. A. Burnett, [51 

Dr. Mary Weeks Burnett, [2] 
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BRANCHES 



Superior, 8 votes 
Syracuse, 1 vote 
Tacoma, 4 votes 
Toledo, 7 votes 



DELEGATES 



Topeka, 2 votes 
Toronto, 11 votes 



Vancouver, 4 votes 
Victoria, 1 vote 
Washington, 7 votes 

Webb City, 2 votes 



Mrs. Kirby 
Mrs. Wike 
Mrs. Lemmon 
Mrs. Van Brunt 
Mrs. Rakestraw 
Mrs. Steinem 
Mrs. Maguire 
Mrs. Jennie Griffin 
Mrs. Emma Greene 
A. G. Horwood, [7] 
Miss Helen Campbell 
Mrs. Louise Carruthers 
F. A. Belcher 
J. J. Thompson 



I 



. Harry Carnes, [6] 
H. Swerdfiger 



PROXIES 

W. G. Greenleaf, [3] 
R. H. Randall 
Ivor Haglund, [4] 



Miss Pauline G. Kelly [4] 
Mrs. Helen Dennis 



Dr. Mary Weeks Burnett, [2] 



W. G. Greenleaf, Chairman 
P. F. Knothe 
Kate F. Kirby. 

Mr. Burnett moved, second, Mrs. Blackman, that the Gen- 
eral Secretary's report be accepted as read and printed in the 
proceedings of the Convention. Dr. Mann offered an amend- 
ment, Mrs. Randall seconded, that a certain paragraph be stricken 
out of the report before printing. 

Miss O'Neill moved, second, Mr. Manning, to table the 
motion and amendment. Motion lost. 

Mr. Burnett moved again, second, Dr. Dennett, to print the 
report as a whole. 

Chair ruled that motion was unnecessary and that the report 
would be printed as a necessary part of the proceedings without 
special action. 

Mr. Manning moved, second, Mr. Randall, to take a recess 
until 2.30 P. M. Motion carried. 



AFTERNOON SESSION, SEPTEMBER 16, 1906. 

The Chair called for order at 2. 35 and the first business for 
consideration was the offering of resolutions. Mrs. Kate B. 
Davis, after reading a letter from Mrs. Besant, moved the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved: that this Convention heartily endorses the steps taken by the 
Executive Committee and the action of the President- Founder to extrude from 
the Theosophical Society a teaching and a teacher whose acts were not in ac- 
cord with the moral and Theosophical principles vital to Theosophy and the 
Theosophical Society, and expresses its disapproval of those who now directly 
or indirectly defend the teaching and practice herein disavowed. 
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Mrs. Gaston seconded the motion, and in accordance with the 
rules of the Convention the resolution was referred to the special 
Committee. 

Mr. A. P. Warrington of Norfolk, Va., offered (second Mr. 
Manning) a resolution : 

Resolved', that it is the sense of this convention that it is deemed to be 
more in harmony with the spirit of Brotherhood, and the practice of organized 
bodies generally, that any official statement concerning the action of the Theo- 
sophical Society towards its members should henceforth be confined to the 
members alone and not made public. 

Referred to the Committee. 

Miss O'Neill*, second Mr. Corwin, moved that Mr. Jinaraja- 
dasa be extended the courtesy of the floor, in response to his re- 
quest, for five minutes. Discussion followed as to the question of 
this privilege, and a vote according to Branches was called on the 
question. The Chair ruled that it was not the proper time to dis- 
cuss the Resolution, the question on which Mr. Jinarajadasa 
wished to speak, and Miss O'Neill withdrew her motion with con- 
sent of the second. 

On behalf of the National Committee the Secretary of that 
body offered the following report: 

REPORT OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 

To the General Secretary and Memkers of the American Section of the 
Theosophical Society in Convention Assembled. 

The work of the National Committee for the last year has proceeded along 
its usual channels of activity. Correspondence with Branches has been kept 
up in a somewhat more informal way, and the Correspondence Class was re- 
vived and carried on with good results, though the number joining was not 
large. 

The Lecture Bureau has sent out 257 lectures during the year, and 9 new 
lectures have been added to the list. 

Three scrap-books have been started, each in charge of one member, one 
devoted to personal notices, one to matters in the religious world which are of 
interest as indicating progress, and one to scientific progress and to ^eta- 
psychics', that term covering a large field. It is intended to make these col- 
lections something that will be of value to the real student. 

Financially the Committee has been most fortunate this year. Before the 
close of last Convention a kind friend had dropped five dollars into its treasury. 
In November the splendid gift of fifty dollars was received from Mr. E. W. 
Parker of Boston, and later in the year an earnest new member added two 
dollars to the funds. 

The Messenger work has been carried on as usual and the results are in 
your hands, subject to criticism and suggestions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emma S. Brougham, Secy. 

Mr. Knothe moved, second Mrs. Gaston, that the report be 
accepted and printed in the proceedings of the Convention. Car- 
ried. 
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Miss Ada Krecker for the Press Committee of the American 
Section presented the following: 

REPORT OF THE PRESS COMMITTEE. 

The first work done was the preparation of a series of seven syndicate 
articles which were published simultaneously in six papers appearing during 
seven successive weeks and were subsequently furnished to all the sub-chair- 
men for further publication. Throughout the year about twenty-five articles 
appeared in one of the largest American newspapers with over 200,000 circu- 
lation, and from this paper were syndicated to about half a dozen other metro- 
politan newspapers. Two series of short sketches on Theosophy were com- 
piled to be supplied to local committees, and also five articles on. the great 
philosophers. To the local committees were commended the following five 
methods of work : The reporting the Sunday night and other public lectures 
of the local Branches to the local papers, the presenting to the Branch 
at stated intervals news of Theosophical interest found in current literature, 
the placing in the local papers any articles sent from headquarters, the placing 
Theosophical reading matter in hospitals, prisons, and libraries, the keeping 
a scrapbook of Theosophical clippings. The field- workers and other interested 
students were elected members at-large. 

Notes and news of the work were published in the Theosophical Messen- 
ger, every month. ' The results of the execution of these plans will appear 
in the individual reports from the sub-chairmen. During the coming year at- 
tention will be concentrated on the subject of ethics with the object of pre- 
paring material for text-books for the teaching of ethics in the public schools. 

Ada May Krecker. 
Secretary American Section Press Committee. 

(The report will appear in full in the Theosophical Messenger.) 



Colonel Olcott made a few remarks on the great value of the 
press in propaganda work, the need of funds to help on this 
branch of the Theosophical movement, and the absolute necessity 
of unfailing and imperturbable good humor on the part of the 
public worker and lecturer. 

Mr. Henry Hotchner offered the following report of his work 
in the field for the American Section during the past year. 

Chicago, III., Sept. 16th, 1906. 

Mr. President and Fellow-Members: 

Since last September, and in accordance with the tour planned by our 
General Secretary, I have travelled nearly ten thousand miles and have visited 
the following Branches : Jackson, Lansing, Saginaw, Muskegon, Minneapolis, 
St. Paul, Superior, Butte, Anaconda, Great Falls, Denver, Lincoln, Topeka, 
St. Joseph, New York, and Philadelphia. As before, my task was that of 
giving lectures to members and to the public, and of participating in the other 
activities incidental to propaganda work. Such full accounts appeared in 
Messenger in the course of the journey, that it will not be necessary here to 
give details of what was done. But it may be of interest to refer briefly to 
certain features of the work. 

Lectures : The total attendance at the lectures given to members of the 
Society was about 1600. The total attendance at the lectures given to the 
public was about 11.000. 
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Press Work : The newspapers, with but few exceptions, were cordial, and 
generous with their space. For part of the success in this department we are 
indebted to the co-operation of members in the Branches visited and to the 
National Press Committee. Altogether, there were published over 150 ac- 
counts, and a great majority of them were long and accurate summaries of 
the lectures. The aggregate circulation of these papers shows that Theoso- 
phy was thus placed within the possible reach of about two and a half mil- 
lions of people. 

Public Study Classes ; These were formed wherever possible from among 
the more interested of those who attended the public lectures, and a Branch 
member took charge of them. The largest one organized was in Butte, where 
50 people joined the class for regular weekly study. 

Lotus Movement ; The children of our members have a just claim on our 
time and attention, 'for it is an important element in the success of our Cause 
to help now to equip with right teaching, and high standards the younger 
generation who will take up our work when we pass on. For that reason, 
among others, the Lotus Movement, is worthy of every encouragement, and 
I am always glad to contribute my little share towards helping it. On sev- 
eral occasions, in the course of my journeys, I have given special talks to 
children when of a suitable number and age, and in one city was fortunate 
enough to organize a Lotus Circle which has been most ably continued by a 
competent Branch member there. 

Supplementary Opportunities: More and more as the- public recognises 
that Theosophy and ihe Theosophical Society represent what is true and noble, 
shall we find additional ways in which to spread the high ideals of the Theo- 
sophical life. Several such ways were presented during this last tour. An 
indefatigable worker in Lansing made it possible for me to lecture before the 
Humane Society there; an energetic member in Superior saw to it that I was 
invited to speak before the assembled students of the Normal School in Super- 
ior and three High School sin Superior and Duluth, which furnished an audience 
of 1500 pupils. Other Branches followed this good example, so that Theo- 
sophical ideals have been presented from the platforms of Normal Schools, 
High Schools. Universities, Women's Clubs, Humane Societies, etc. All this 
of course greatly facilitates the regular propaganda work, so we are very 
thankful that such opportunities are given to us. - 

Genera] Situation : Interest in Theosophy is good everywhere and is 
steadily growing. Public audiences are generally large. People are eager to 
hear the truths, and to attend the first lecture of a course usuallv means to at- 
tend them all. It is certainly cheering to see the way in which Theosophy is 
spreading over the land, sinking into the hearts of the people, bringing them 
light and comfort, and, what is more, inspiring them with the will to live a 
clean and noble life and to be of more use to their fellow-men. Surely every 
year we have additional cause to be grateful that it is our opportunity to serve, 
no matter how humbly, in this great Work, and to resolve with fresh fervor to 
do even more in the years that lie before us. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Henry Hotchner. 

Dr. Eleanor M. Hiestand- Moore gave an informal account 
of her field work, saying, in part, that her work had begun with 
a course of Sunday evening lectures in Chicago, covering a 
period of four months. From Chicago she went to Columbus, 
Ohio, and formed a study group there, preparing the field for 
the future establishment of a Branch in that city. Dr. Moore 
was in Columbus six weeks and in that time gave public lectures, 
held question meetings and study classes. From Columbus she 
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went to New York, lectured to the Branch there, and then to 
New Haven and Providence, in both of which places she lectured 
and held private meetings. Dr. Moore dwelt especially upon the 
value of press work and question meetings. Her experience 
with the newspaper world is that it is as a rule, willing to give 
space to a visiting worker who is acquainted with his subject and 
able to tell the story. 

Mr. Knothe moved, second Mrs. Davis, that the Convention 
adjoin until Monday morning at ten o'clock. Motion carried. 



MORNING SESSION, SEPTEMBER 17, 1906. 

Convention called to order at 10.15 Monday morning, the 
President-Founder in the Chair. Colonel Olcott gave a little 
address to the members, dwelling especially on the need of har- 
mony among members, the positive dropping and eliminating of 
personal bitterness, if the time of the Convention should be pro- 
ductive of good to the whole of the movement. He said that 
Those back of the work and watching its outcome could only be 
hindered, not helped, unless wrangling and harshness were 
stopped and united effort toward peace and harmony made. 

The Committee on Audit signified its readiness to report and 
the Chairman offered the following : 

We the undersigned, Committee on Audit, upon examination of above 
report (the Treasurer's) find same to be correct. 

(Signed) W. K. James. 

E. M. HlESTAND-MoORE. 

H. E. Dennett. 

D. D. Chidester moved, Mr. Horwood, second, that the re- 
port be accepted and the Committee discharged. Motion carried. 

The Committee on Nominations through its Chairman 
offered the following : 

Your Committee on Nominations respectfully suggest the following 
named persons as officers of the American Section for ensuing year and for 
positions named and recommend that they be elected: 

General Secretary Alexander Fullerton. 

Treasurer Alexander Fullerton. 

Asst. General Secretary, F. F. Knothe. 

Executive Committee Alexander Fullerton, New York City. 

F. F. Knothe, New York City. 

R. A. Burnett, Chicago. 

Mrs. L. J. Hotaling, San Francisco. 

D. D. Chidester, Philadelphia. 

(Signed) Kate B. Davis, Chairman. 
Sarah H. Jacobs. 
E. H. Bradbury. 
C. G. Snow. 
Emma S. Brougham. 
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Mrs. Blackman moved, second, Mrs. Gaston, that the report 
be accepted. Motion carried. 

Mr. Henderson moved, second, Mrs. Gaston, that Alexander 
Fullerton be elected General Secretary and Treasurer by accla- 
mation. Motion carried and Mr. Fullerton declared elected to 
these offices. 

Mrs. Dennis moved, second, Mr. Horwood, that F. F. Knothe 
be elected as Asst. General Secretary and that the names in nom- 
ination for the Executive Committee be also elected by accla- 
mation. Motion carried. 

Under the head of unfinished business Mr. Knothe referred 
to the question of incorporation of the American Section, which 
question had raised considerable discussion at the last Conven- 
tion. Mr. Knothe's report was informal, and he said in part 
that he had instructed an attorney to investigate the corporation 
laws of three States and to formulate an opinion as to the possi- 
bility of the incorporation of the American Section. The opin- 
ion of the attorney showed that under the existing constitution 
of the American Section incorporation would be impossible. 
That it would be necessary to amend the Constitution to admit 
of the appointment or election of a Board of Trustees, which 
Board would wholly control the affairs of the Section and deprive 
the Convention of all power. 

Colonel Olcott spoke in favor of incorporation if a possible 
way could be found, as in his long experience with the admini- 
stration of the business affairs of the Theosophical Society he 
learned that to protect its best business interests incorporation is 
practically -necessary. He realized that the laws in America 
differed from those of England and India, but he thought that 
a solution of the difficulty might be found. 

Judge James spoke in favor of continuing the investigation 
' of laws concerning incorporation, and as a result of the discus- 
sion Mr. Snow moved, second, Mr. Manning, that a committee 
of three, namely, Judge James, St. Joseph; A. P. Warrington, 
Norfolk; F. F. Knothe, New York; be appointed to take into 
consideration the incorporation of the Section and to find out 
what changes in the Constitution are necessary to this end, and 
that this Committee is to make report at or before the next Con- 
vention. Motion carried. 

Committee on Transportation reported through its Chairman, 
Mr. Burnett, that owing to the different Passenger Associations 
in the United States, each Association having its own territory, 
limitations, arid restrictions, it had not been possible to accom- 
plish the end of procuring the desired rebates for delegates and 
members attending the Convention. In his opinion it was un- 
necessary to continue the Committee. This aroused quite a 
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discussion, participated in by Mr. Knothe, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. 
Rakestraw, Mr. Carnes, and others, and as a result Mr. Knothe 
moved, second, Mrs. Gaston, that the same Committee be re- 
appointed with instructions to take up the question next year at 
an earlier time and in a more detailed manner covering all points 
under control of the different Associations. * 

At the suggestion of Mr. Randall a change of one name in 
the Committee was made and the Chair stated the motion which 
was carried, the Committee to read as follows: R. A. Burnett, 
Chicago, Chairman; C. G. Snow, Chicago ; A. B. Grossman, 
Chicago; W. G. Greenleaf, Chicago; F. F. Knothe, New York; 
Solomon Zinn, Denver; F. M. Willis, San Francisco. 

The following telegrams were read by the Secretary : 

Santa Rosa, California. 
May peace, love, unity, prevail and wisdom guide Convention proceedings. 

C. G. Vanderlinden, President. 

San Francisco, California. 
Greetings to the Convention, may truth, harmony and love prevail. 

San Francisco Lodge. 

Mrs. Dennis moved, second Miss O'Neill, that the Treasurer 
be instructed to pay from the treasury the railroad expenses 
of the General Secretary to and from the Convention. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Chidester moved, second Mr. Manning, the suspension 

of rules and taking of a rising vote on the following resolution : 

Resolved, that this Convention again extends to Mrs. Annie Besant its 
cordial greetings and a hearty and earnest invitation to visit America in 1907, 
to make a tour of the American Section, and to be present at the twenty-first 
annual Convention of the American Section. 

Unanimous rising vote on above resolution. 

Mr. Chidester moved, second Mr. Knothe, that a cable mes- 
sage be sent to Mrs. Besant conveying the sentiment of the 
Convention, and this motion carried, the Chair instructed the 
"new" General Secretary to send the message. 

Colonel Olcott then called the attention of the American 
Section to the needs of the Buddhist Schools in Ceylon and the 
Pariah Schools in Madras. These schools are not in any way 
connected with the Society, but Colonel O. has been connected 
with their establishment and knows their worth to the natives 
and the need of them to help the children toward a better start 
in life. Also the need of a discretionary Presidential Fund. 

*Full report of their information to be published in Messenger in ample 
time before the Convention, for the benefit of the visiting members. 
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Money is often given or bequeathed for a specific purpose and 
must be used for the object designated, but a crying need is for 
a fund that may be drawn upon in emergency at the discretion 
of the President. 

Mr. Chidester moved, second Mrs. Davis : 

That a fund be created by voluntary subscription, to be known as the Presi- 
dent's Discretionary Fund, to be used at his discretion for promoting the work 
of the Theosophical Society, and that the General Secretary be empowered to 
receive and transmit such subscriptions. 

Motion carried. 

The call for new business brought up the place of meeting 
for the next Convention. Mr. Knothe suggested that the Boston, 
New York, and Philadelphia Branches would be glad to extend 
invitations. Mr. Fuller said that if Mrs. Besant should be here 
in 1907, Chicago as a central point would be more available to a 
larger number of delegates. Mr. Knauff of Boston and Mrs. 
Taylor, also of Boston, gave special invitations from that city, 
and through Miss O'Neill an invitation was extended from Butte. 

The Committee on Resolutions being ready to report, the 
Chairman offered the following, previously giving notice that he 
would later ask the unanimous consent of the Convention to 
extend the privilege of the floor to Mr. Jinarajadasa. 

The report follows: 

To the Chairman and Members of the Convention : 

Your Committee on Resolutions, having considered the reso- 
lutions referred to it, submit the following report and recom- 
mendations : 

Resolution offered by Mrs. Kate B. Davis: 

Resolved: That this Convention heartily indorses the steps taken by the 
Executive Committee and the action of the President- Founder to extrude from 
the Theosophical Society a teaching and a teacher, whose acts were not in 
accord with the moral and Theosophical principles vital to Theosophy and to 
the Theosophical Society, and expresses its disapproval of those who now 
directly or indirectly defend the teaching and the practice herein disavowed, 

Your Committee, at the suggestion and with the concurrence, 
of the introducer of the resolution, recommend that the latter 
part of this resolution be amended to read : . . . * 'expresses its dis- 
approval of any defense, either directly or indirectly, of the 
teaching and practice herein disavowed" so that the resolution, 
as amended, will read: 

Resolved; That this Convention heartily indorses the steps taken by the 
Executive Committee and the action of the President- Founder to extrude from 
the Theosophical Society a teaching and a teacher, whose acts were not in 
accord with the moral and Theosophical principles vital to Theosophy and to 
the Theosophical Society, and expresses its disapproval of any defense, either 
directly or indirectly, of the teaching and practice herein disavowed. 
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This amendment is intended to meet the objection that the 
resolution, as it originally read, might place some member or 
members in a false position. Thus one member states to your 
Committee that while he is in hearty sympathy with the object of 
the resolution, yet as he comes instructed by his Branch to vote 
for a change in the personnel of the Executive Committee, his 
so voting might be construed as a vote against the resolution, 
and in defense of the teaching and practice. 

Your Committee unanimously recommend the adoption of 
the resolution as amended. 

As to the resolution offered by Mr. A. P. Warrington : 

Resolved: That it is the sense of this Convention that it is deemed to be 
more in harmony with the spirit of Brotherhood and the practice of organized 
bodies generally, that any official statement concerning the action of the 
Theosophical Society toward its members should henceforth be confined to 
the members alone and not be made public. 

As the resolution might be construed to reflect upon and to 
imply censure of. the President-Founder in publishing in the 
Sectional organs the Executive notice of the recent resignation 
of a former prominent member of the Society, and as the framer 
of the resolution stated to your Committee that it was intended 
to prevent such publication of information to which members of 
the Society are rightfully entitled, your Committee unanimously 
recommend that the re solution be not adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. D. Chidester, Chairman, 

Harriett C. Dodge, 

A. B. Grossman, 

Henry Hotchner, 

Florence Wyman Richardson. 

The Chairman of the Committee moved, second Mrs. Gaston, 
that the report be adopted as read. 

Mr. Fullerton moved the adoption of the first resolution. 

A discussion followed as to the correct procedure and, the 

Chair not stating the question, Mrs. Dennis, recognized by the 

Chair, spoke as follows : 

Inasmuch as the Convention has already endorsed and approved the 
actions of the Executive Officers of the American Section in the principles 
they upheld during the past year, by its by acclamation reelection of the Ge- 
neral Secretary and Treasurer, the Asst. General Secretary, and the Executive 
Committee, the first resolution defending the principles involved is thereby 
rendered unnecessary. I move that the said resolution be therefore withdrawn. 
I wish also to state that in moving to withdraw this resolution for the reasons 
given, I do so with the sanction and hearty approval of Mrs. Davis, who 
introduced said resolution. 

m Mr. Knothe seconded the motion as offered. Mr. Randall 
offered an amendment to the effect that all record of this resolu- 
tion should be stricken from the minutes of the Convention. 
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Mrs. Dennis refused to accept the amendment, and on this 
question Mrs. Davis made the following protest : 

Mr. President : 

As mover of this resolution, I must say that I cannot consent to its being 
taken off the minutes. For it should be clearly understood that its withdrawal 
is only because the Convention has so magnificently sustained the principles 
it affirms in supporting the brave acts of the officials. In the triumphant 
re-election of the officers of the Section on their record of the past year, in 
which the principles affirmed in this resolution were made the basis of impor- 
tant official action, this Convention has grandly affirmed the principles of the 
resolution and it is now only withdrawn because it has become superfluous. 
I will therefore not consent as the mover of this resolution to its elimination 
from the minutes. 

The motion being stated to the Convention, it was carried. 

Mr. Warrington, as the mover of the second resolution, 
moved its withdrawal, second Mr. Manning. Mr. Warrington 
spoke to the question, saying in part that the publication of the 
private affairs of a body opened a door to public information and 
possibly an actionable consideration, but he expressly disclaimed 
any purpose to reflect upon the President- Founder. That he 
felt it his duty to call the attention of the Convention to this side 
of the question and, having done so, he withdrew his resolution. 

Motion stated and carried. 

Mr. Chidester moved, second, Mrs. Dennis, that Mr. Jina- 
rajadasa be unanimously given the privilege of the floor, which 
privilege he had requested in order that he might defend him- 
self against certain charges made in a letter read to the Conven- 
tion. The motion was carried, and Mr. Jinarajadasa spoke as 
follows : 

"Members of the American Convention: — You know me. I have worked 
with you, I have talked with you and you know what I am. I have tried to 
stand for big things and to act according to my ideal of a man, a Theosophist, 
and a gentleman. I have nothing to regret, nothing to retract, nothing to recall. 
In the communication read yesterday, Mrs. Besant condemned me. She has 
condemned a greater one than I. Yet he will do his work 'across the water' 
and I mine here. He over the water and I, we know her, how great and noble 
she is. We revere and love her, and not one jot or tittle has our loyalty to 
her diminished. Some day the veil that blinds her now will be torn away, 
and then she will know who have been her true and loyal friends, and until 
that time we can wait in patience." 

In accordance with established precedent the President 
called for contributions to the Propaganda Fund of the American 
Section. Responses were generous, the amount received in cash 
and pledges amounting to $1,050.00. 

The General Secretary made a few remarks, explaining his 
inability to visit and lecture to the Branches, as had been so ad- 
mirably done by his predecessor in office, and as is often desired 
from himself. 

On motion of Mr. Greenleaf, second, Mr. Knothe, the twen- 
tieth annual Convention of the A rner i can Section adjourned sine 
iie. 
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POST-CONVENTION MEETINGS. 

Tuesday, the first day of the Post-Convention meetings, was 
devoted to a consideration of Branch and Class work and Branch 
reports. Several excellent papers which had been sent in by 
members unable to be present were read, and much valuable 
discussion followed. 

Tuesday evening the members enjoyed an unexpected pleas- 
ure, as Colonel Olcott appeared and after a few words of greet- 
ing introduced the speaker for the evening, Mrs. Steinem, who 
had been his hostess during his recent visit to Toledo, and to 
whose ability and character he paid a very graceful tribute. 
Owing to pressure of work, he was not able to remain for the 
evening, but said farewell to the members present, who parted 
from him with ardent good wishes for his well-being. Mrs. 
Steinem, who is a member of the Board of Education in Toledo, 
gave an interesting and helpful address, offering many sugges- 
tions for work outside of the ordinary routine of branch meetings 
and classes. 

Wednesday morning was devoted to the press, and it was 
agreed that "Ethics" should be the central topic for press- work- 
ers during the coming year, with a view of bringing the subject 
before the people in a clear and simple way and working towards 
a text-book on Ethics which would be acceptable in the public 
schools — the study of Ethics being now relegated to the Uni- 
versities. 

In the afternoon, instead of the question meeting on the 
program, Mrs. Richardson read her paper on "Some Aspects of 
Evolution", which was very warmly received. The evening 
proved very stormy; nevertheless, the room was well filled with 
people anxious to hear Mr. Hotchner's address. 

Thursday afternoon, Miss Krecker read a paper on Press 
Work and Mr. Burnett gave an interesting talk on the Paris 
Congress, which had been omitted Sunday evening. 

After each afternoon meeting the audience was asked to 
remain for a social hour, at which light refreshments were 
served. 
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ABSTRACT OF REPORTS FROM BRANCHES. 

Superior Lodge T. S. has had weekly meeting on Thursday evening, 
with systematic work on the Manuals by questions and answers, various 
members bringing in specially prepared work from time to time. Elements of 
Theosophy and Birth and Evolution of the Soul were read, and Growth of the 
Soul is now being studied. Five new members were admitted and one lost by 
removal. Meetings go on through the summer. A Lotus Circle of nine meets 
each Sunday morning, wherein is carefully studied First Steps in Theosophy. 
The Tuesday Study Class followed the Outline of Theosophy and studied the 
Seven Principles of Man. The Sunday evening Study Class also took up the 
Outline and Man and his Bodies. Eight addresses were given by the Branch 
members. Two Study Classes have been started in Duluth by Mrs. Una M. 
Shields, a meeting held each Wednesday and Friday evening with good 
attendance, everything poiuting to the soon formation of a Branch. 

Norfolk T. S. has lost one member and gained one, membership 
remaining at nine. The Branch had a visit from Mr. Jinarajadasa, who gave 
one public lecture, one Branch talk, and an informal lecture before a local 
Society of professional men. A few newspaper articles upon Theosophical 
subjects have been accepted and published in local papers. The activities of 
the Branch have been mainly confined to the study of Karma. The work is 
quiet and unobtrusive, yet bringing results which are apparent. 

New York T. S. has gained in membership twenty-four .by admission, 
four by demit, and one by affiliation. We have dropped three, making our 
present membership ninety-seven. A public Branch meeting has been held 
every Tuesday evening during the season, with an average attendance of 
eighty-six. There have been thirty-five regular meetings, four business 
meetings, and three special meetings. Mr. Jinarajadasa was with us a month, 
and besides the regular Branch meetings he gave eight lectures to members 
only and a public lecture on the four Sunday evenings. Dr. Eleanor M. H. 
Moore lectured before the Branch three times and gave two public lectures 
on "Vegetarianism". Mr. Henry Hotchner was with us through May and 
lectured each Tuesday and Sunday evening. All the field workers were of 
great service to the Branch and interested many strangers. The Library of 
455 books has been open daily, and many strangers have used it. A Study 
Class was held on Friday evenings, and a Question Class on Wednesday 
evenings. Work is resumed on the first Tuesday of October. 

Vivelius Lodge has had a successful year, holding weekly meetings for 
eight months. The Astral Plane was taken for study, and in March Esoteric 
Christianity was started with the help of the questions in Messenger. Reading 
on Early Church History was recommended, and in this the members found a 
store-house of knowledge with direct bearing on Theosophy and the book 
studied. Meetings are open and visitors are expected to join in the Study 
Classes, thus making no distinction between members and non-members. 
Some propaganda work has been done in mailing pamphlets and magazines 
to interested persons, and the prison has been supplied with considerable 
reading matter. The membership is now fourteen, an increase of six during the 
year. 
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Santa Rosa T. S. holds five meetings weekly, two of them public, two 
study meetings, and a Lotus Circle on Sunday morning. Two members have 
been lost by death, nine have been admitted. Because of the earthquake 
White Lotus Day was celebrated only by members. The Branch suffered 
little from the earthquake, only one member losing heavily. The Branch 
Library has gradually increased through profits from the sale of books, and 
the propaganda box kept in sight at meetings has supplied many needs. In 
1905 a picnic was held for the Lotus Circle, and this year another for the 
whole membership, visiting the spot where a portion of the mountain was 
shaken down by the earthquake. The Branch grows slowly but succeeds in 
keeping Theosophy constantly before the people. 



Denver T. S., having passed through the greatest crisis of its existence, 
stands at the close of the year 1905-6 on a sure foundation, with a membership 
united and harmonized, and with renewed zeal and courage. The membership 
is now twenty-nine, thirteen having demitted, three resigned, and two died. 
The only traveling lecturer visiting us was Mr. Henry Hotchner, who was 
here a month and gave three public lectures and three to members only each 
week. Immediately afterwards Mr. M. Larkin of the Branch began a course 
of public Monday evening lectures on "Esoteric Christianity", which were 
well received and were continued to the end of the year. 

Peabody T. S. has had an active year, with systematic course of 
appropriate books, Branch meetings have been held weekly, public meetings 
semi-monthly, and a Study Class and a Young People's Class have been 
organized and have regular attendance. Books have been placed in the Public 
Libraries, and a Branch Library has been started with use by non-members. 
Pamphlets have also been distributtd. Mr. Jinarajadasa was with us in April 
for a week, and gave four public meetings. The Branch has lost five members 
and gained five ; present number fifteen. 

Lincoln (Neb.) T. S. has now twenty-seven members, again of seven. 
Public meetings are held monthly with fair attendance, Branch meetings 
every Wednesday, the studies being on Birth and Evolution of the Soul and 
The Ancient Wisdom. Mr. Hotchner's visit in the early spring was a great 
benefit to the Branch, his public and private lectures being helpful and 
interesting. The seven new members were a fruit of his work. A public 
Study Class was formed and meets at the President's house. 



Honolulu T. S. has membership now of fifteen, having lost a member and 
received two. The Branch has greatly benefited by the presence of Mr, 
Thomas Prime who has unselfishly labored for its good in public lectures and 
in Classes, both eliciting much interest. Study has been upon The Pedigree 
of Man , The Ancient Wisdom, Man and his Bodies, A Study in Consciousness, 
besides many articles from Theosophical books. 



Buffalo T. S. has dropped several members for non-payment of dues, 
has added three new members, and has now twenty-four. Because of advanced 
rent we were obliged to vacate our old home in-Kllicott Square, and the new 
quarters have not been advantageous, notwithstanding which the average 
attendance at the Sunday meetings has been good. The Study Class during 
the winter was successful, and it ended in the spring with several stereopticon 
lectures, among them one on "Parsifal". 
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Topeka T. S. has held its usual weekly meetings through the year. In 
April a visit from Mr. Hotchner was given. The Branch has lost one member 
and has now fourteen. A few books have been added to the Library. 



Holyoke T. S. has suspended one member and admitted four, now having 
thirty-five. The activities have been a general Study Class in The Ancient 
Wisdom and a Gita Class at the headquarters, also Beginners' Classes in 
different localities, which have been quite successful and have reached those 
who could not come to headquarters. Mr. Jinarajadasa's work was far beyond 
our expectations, and if he had been with us earlier in the study season the 
results would have been very marked. Substantial additions have been made 
to the Branch Library, and the Public Library now contains twenty-eight of 
our best Theosophical books, which are extensively read. Prospects for the 
coming year are very encouraging. 



Seattle Lodge T. S. in addition to the Sunday night lectures has had 
Classes on Tuesday afternoon, Wednesday night, Thursday afternoon, and a 
Friday night Members' Class. The headquarters were moved at the first of 
the year into a larger and more centrally-located Hall, thereby increasing the 
attendance at Sunday lectures considerably, seating capacity being -often 
taxed. Lectures have been by student members until the arrival of Mr. 
Rogers. Thirteen names were dropped, thirteen new names added, three of 
them by demit and one from membership at large, making a present member- 
ship of sixty-three. The Library consists of 180 books, an average of thirty 
being off the shelves. The social side of Branch work has received consider- 
able attention and is more and more recognized as a necessary auxiliary to 
the more serious aspect of Theosophy. Mr. Rogers is now giving the five of 
his series of lectures, the large Hall being nightly filled, over 700 being present 
on Sunday night and many turned away. The Branch is in good financial 
condition. 

Melrose Highlands T. S. held its first meeting October 12th, 1905, with 
a membership of seven. Two more have been added, now making nine. 
Until the close of June an open meeting has b,een held each Thursday evening. 
The Branch has completed the study of Man and his Bodies and An Outline of 
Theosophy. The Ancient Wisdom is begun but not yet finished. Three short 
lectures were given and visitors invited. As yet the Branch Library is but 
small, but several Theosophical magazines are subscribed for. The Branch 
charges no entrance fee, but each member contributes ten cents for each 
meeting. Much help was given by Mrs. Taylor and Mr. Spenceley of Boston 
T. S. 

Colorado T. S. was chartered on July 20th, 1906, with seven charter 
members. Thus far the Library is but a nucleus, and little more work has 
been possible than the preparation of plans for regular activities in the 
autumn. 



St. Joseph T. S. has worked steadily in its quiet way during the year. 
There is now a membership of thirty-one, a gain of two and a loss of three, 
two of the latter having moved to other cities. A meeting for members is 
held every Sunday afternoon, and a public meeting once a month. Interest 
in the Tuesday afternoon Study Class was so great that the members 
requested its continuance during the summer months. Mr. Hotchner gave a 
brief visit in April, and will give longer time in mid-summer. 
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Golden Gate Lodge T. S. until April 18th continued its usual activities, 
a public meeting Sunday evening, a Branch meeting Wednesday, and a Study 
Class Tuesday, the Library being open daily from 2 to 4. The headquarters 
and the Library were entirely destroyed in the fire following the earthquake, 
and all work was necessarily suspended. The officers soon rallied and sent 
out an earnest appeal to the other Branches to hold a union meeting for the 
purpose of planning future work, and the San Francisco T. S. responded. 
The first union meeting was held May 13th with a lecture by Mr. Ducey. 
Mr. Rogers. Pacific Coast lecturer, gave four lectures in July and greatly 
helped to concentrate the forces scattered by the great disaster. Miss Marie 
A. Walsh has returned after over two years and her first lecture was warmly 
greeted. Four members have been added to the roll, which now numbers 
forty-one. The Branch feels very grateful for the universal sympathy and 
financial aid given to members after the calamity in April. 



Rochester T. S. has sixteen members, two having been dropped and 
four admitted. The loss of the Secretary and his family from removal is a 
check to work, but the meetings have been kept up at a private house, though 
without any special study. The President reads and lectures on the subjects 
studied during the past year. 

Spokane T. S. has added seven members and lost five, two by removal, 
two by resignation, one by demit. The present membership is twenty-one. 
Regular weekly meetings for members have been kept up, with good average 
attendance, and a public Study Class on Tuesday night and public meeting 
on Sunday afternoon have interested many in Theosophy. The Circulating 
LibFary has added 28 books, and now contains 73, besides 136 other books and 
pamphlets. 

Brooklyn T. S. has had a busy and prosperous year, increasing its 
membership from ten to sixteen, four being practicing physicians. Sunday 
evening meetings were regularly held through the season, the first and third 
Sundays of the month being lecture nights The second Sunday is a question 
or inquirers' night, the fourth Sunday a social night. In addition a Study 
Class meets for the study of Theosophy and the New Psychology. Mr. 
Jinarajadasa gave one public lecture in January and Mr. Hotchner one in 
May. The Branch contributed $41.00 to the relief of the San Francisco 
F. T. S. Several other visiting Theosophists have lectured, and great and 
regular help has been given by Mr. and Mrs. Woodruff of the New York 
Branch. There is a Lending Library of about 60 books, and the Branch has 
had also the use of Miss McQueen's Library of 60 and Miss Haine's of 20. 

Muskegon T. S. has fourteen members, having lost one. Mr. Hotchner's 
visit last autumn awakened much interest. We organized a Study Class of a 
good number, but cold weather gradually brought about its closure. The 
Ladies' Study Class meets every Monday afternoon, is one of long standing, 
and meets regularly even when no other T. S. meetings are kept up, usually 
with seven or more in attendance. Much propaganda work is done by the 
Class, especially in the distribution of literature. The text book is The 
Ancient Wisdom. The regular Branch meeting of Wednesday evening gave 
much of the winter to the study of Evolution of Consciousness, with careful 
reviews. Papers have been given on "Prayer", "Karma", "Evolution", and 
similar topics, and in full or in part were published by the local press. The 
Public Library contains all of the leading Theosophical books and adds to 
them as fast as any of special merit appear. It is found that much call is 
made for them. 
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St. Louis Lodge T. S. has gained two members, dropped five, demitted 
one, and one has died, the present number being twenty-one. The Library 
has received 16 new books and now contains 71. The Beginner's Class has kept 
up deep interest, with an unusually large attendance. Thursday evening 
meeting is for members only, and the books studied were Building of the 
Kosmos, Avatar as, The Christian Creed, Theosophy and Human Life. At 
Saturday meetings each member in turn prepares questions and on that day 
has charge of the Class. Some books have been presented to the Mercantile 
Library. 

Toledo T. S. has fifty-eight members, a gain of four. Besides the 
regular weekly meeting a Study Class and a Training Class each ho'd regular 
sessions, and a tea and question meeting is held on Saturday afternoon. The 
monthly business meeting and social, at which light iefreshments are served, 
is very much enjoyed and helps to stimulate the feeling of good fellowship 
which is a marked characteristic of To edo Branch. The Ancient Wisdom, 
Growth of the Soul, and Thought Power have been studied. The members 
testify to the great good to be derived from the Training Class, and urge 
other Branches to try the experiment. The Lotus Class has sixteen members 
and conducts its own meetings under the guidance of two F. T. S. Interest 
in questions and discussions is manifested. 

Minneapolis T. S. has lost one member by demit and has added seven, 
now numbering forty-three. For several months a Study Class was held 
during two evenings in the week, with much interest shown. The Circulating 
Library has been increased, and a number of bound magazines are on the 
shelves. A list of books valued at $100.00, paid for and on sale, is evidence 
that good work has been accomplished in keeping the room open each .day. 
Generous members have made useful and handsome gifts to the Branch 
rooms, and also made it possible for the Branch to give two public meetings 
with very entertaining musical programmes, followed by a short lecture on a 
Theosophical subject and the serving of refreshments during the social hour 
at the close. The Ancient Wisdom has been well read, each member in turn 
taking the chair, and questions being asked at the close. The two Minneapolis 
Branches and the St. Paul Branch met together on White Lotus Day with an 
appropriate programme. In June the members accepted a cordiarinvitation 
from St. Paul Branch to an informal "house warming" and enjoyed it. Since 
July first informal meetings have been held, with fair attendance, reading 
being varied in character but on Theosophical lines. 

Providence T. S. has gained one member and lost one, the beloved 
Secretary having died after a long and painful illness. There are now 
fourteen members. Sunday evening meetings are conducted along the line 
of a Study Class open to the public. Lectures by Mr. Jinarajadasa and Dr. 
Moore were very welcome, and Dr. Moore was able to stay a number of days, 
contributing work. The Branch is still in a precarious condition from lack 
of money and because of poor health among the workers, but hope for its 
future persists. 

Englewood White Lodge T. S. has not changed its membership, 
thirty-six, and its activities and studies have been as in past years. Dr. 
Eleanor M. H. Moore's helpful work during the winter was on the study of The 
Ancient Wisdom and on a syllabus of A/an and his Bodies. The Branch has 
not been closed during the summer, several devoted members studying Mrs. 
Besant's A Study in Consciousness, and we are grateful to Mr. Jinarajadasa for 
his assistance therein. There have been no regular Wednesday afternoon 
Classes, but the time was devoted to answering inquiries from non-members 
and to giving out literature and books from the Lending Library. 



j 
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St. Paul T. S. has lost five members, two by death, two by resignation, 
and one by demit, has gained six members, and now has fifty-four. The 
change in the home of the Branch is very satisfactory. Mr. Hotchner's week 
showed such gain in attendance at successive lectures that his longer stay 
would have necessitated a larger Hall. Much of the year has been devoted 
to the study of re- incarnation in its bearing on the different stages of 
individual development. Nearly every member wrote a paper. Meetings 
have been held regularly on Thursday evening, with an occasional business 
meeting on Monday. 

Victoria T. S. has held its membership of eight, and the Branch has 
just finished a year of quiet study upon the Manuals. No public meetings 
were held through lack of a speaker, but the active members keep together 
harmoniously. 

Butte Lodge T. S. has had a satisfactory year in the spreading of 
Theosophical thought, though it has not increased its membership, — in fact, 
there has been a loss of six by demits, suspensions, and deaths. A very 
gratifying public interest in Butte and through Montana was created by the 
work done in Butte by Mr. Hotchner. There have been no additions to the. 
Branch Library. The present membership is twenty-six. 

Syracuse T. S. has lost one member by death and has a present member- 
ship of ten. The Branch has now a meeting place in a down town business 
block, and there are encouraging indications of better attendance. 

San Diego Lodge T. S. gained seven new members, but lost one by 
death and three by becoming members at large. The Lodge closed from 
July to October for vacation. It has held 46 public meetings with an average 
attendance of 18. No record was kept of Classes. 

Jackson T. S., numbering fourteen, is widely scattered this year. Two 
members are in Europe, three others residing elsewhere. Two non-attendants 
have resigned, and we have lost one member by removal and one by death. 
One member at large has affiliated with the Branch. The weekly meetings 
have been held at a private house to obviate expense and enable us to use our 
resources in other ways. In September study of The Path of Disciples hip will 
be begun. 

New Orleans T. S. has gained four members. Interest in the Inquirers' 
Class, meeting weekly, continues, and there has been started a third Class for 
Beginners, the Inquirers' Class having become too advanced. We have just 
put a copy of The Ancient Wisdom in our Circulating Library, and now in 
our advertisements in the Sunday papers we publish the Three Objects of the 
Theosophical Society. 

Boston T. S. has a membership of 114, a large proportion actively 
working. The Study Class meets each Wednesday evening, the text book 
having been First Steps in Theosophy. To vary the monotony of continual 
study we have introduced as a new feature a number of musical evenings, 
introduced by an appropriate paper These have been very successful. 
Another new feature is the presentation, on Wednesday evenings by papers 
from five of the members of the Lotus Circle, followed by general discussion 
wherein the members of the Lotus Circle prove themselves to have an 
excellent grasp of the philosophy. The Lotus Circle meets every Sunday 
afternoon, and there is a Golden Chain for smaller children. Another 
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important work is a Correspondence Class by which isolated members or 
those unable to attend meetings are kept in touch with Branch activities and 
study. On Sunday evening a public lecture is given, and on Friday evenings 
a public Study Class has fc r its text book Esoteric Christianity. Both are well 
attended. Other Study Classes conducted by one of our best workers have 
been formed in and near the city, in Melrose Highlands resulting in the 
formation of a new Branch. Effort to interest the public has also been made 
through distribution of pamphlets and through the Lending Library. 

Yggdrasil T. S. has now twenty-five members, three of them non-resi- 
dents; one member was gained and one lost during the year. A closed 
Branch meeting, a Study Class, and a public meeting have been held weekly 
excepting in summer. One evening a month is devoted to business, with 
some entertaining feature added in order to promote attendance The present 
study is The Ancient Wisdom. As the Branch is composed of Scandinavians, 
many not well understanding English, the questions are first studied in 
English and then repeated in Norwegian. The Branch Library contains ten 
reference books, 88 bound books, of which 20 are in the Scandinavian 
languages, mostly translated from the English, 83 pamphlets and many 
magazines and papers. Books are lent free to non-members, and the most 
efficient work of the Branch is done through the Library. 

• 
Philadelphia T. S. has completed. an active and successful year, adding 
thirty new members and now having a roll of 104. Public meetings were 
held every Sunday evening from October 15th to the end of April, average 
attendance being much larger than during the former year, and with 
indications of increasing interest. Regular Branch met- ting was held every 
Thursday evening, the study being upon Mrs. Besant's Study in Consciousness. 
Two Classes were formed for beginners, the Friday evening one studying An 
Outline of Theosophy, the Sunday afternoon one studying Karma, both being 
well attended throughout the season. The free Reading Room and Library 
is open every day from 2.30 to 5 P. M., where a full line of Theosophical books 
is kept on sale. The Library contains 341 books and all the current 
Theosophical magazines. It is maintained by the proceeds from book sales, 
and all Theosophical works are placed on- the shelves as soon as published. 
During December an interesting course of lectures was given by Mr. 
Jinarajadasa, well attended and evoking great interest. The season's 
activities were closed in June by Mr. Hotchner, who in his four days gave 
one public lecture and three talks to members, all greatly appreciated. 

Webb City T. S. has demitted one member and admitted two, having 
now nineteen. Friday evening meetings were discontinued during the hot 
weather, but Sunday evening public meetings have gone on regularly and 
with good attendance. Having outgrown the former quarters we moved in' 
May to a larger and more commodious room. Our Branch is blessed with 
several able and fluent speakers, so that responsibility is divided and interest 
maintained. Public afternoon meetings were held on Friday during the 
spring for the convenience of out of town people, and they will oe resumed in 
cool weather. There is a small Library of choice books presented by 
members, and they are kept on the move. All things considered, the year 
has been prosperous and profitable. 

Huntington Lodge T. S. began the third year with twenty-four mem- 
bers. Some new ones joined merely to hear Mr. Leadbeater's lectures and 
then dropped out; one left for Europe indefinitely and one died. In February 
the membership was but eighteen, but by June nineteen new ones have been 
added, making now a total of thirty-seven. The Branch has been exceedingly 
active, five meetings being held weekly. The Gita and the Bible are studied 
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on Sundays, the Christian Creed and Man, Visible and Invisible on Monday in 
a- public Class open the year round ; on Thursday and Friday First Steps in 
Theosophy and Elements of Theosophy. There are also classes for Inquirers. 
A special meeting is held once a month called "The Memorial Service", the 
purpose being to give help by the combined force of all members to those 
known and unknown who leave their physical bodies. On White Lotus Day 
a memorial service was held with fifty present. The room was beautifully 
decorated with flowers. One important work is done by the constant presence 
of the President at the Branch rooms. Average attendance on Sundays is 
ten, on week days seven. Outside activities are carried on by Classes under 
the direction of different members of the Branch. 

Toronto T. S. has enjoyed a very prosperous year and has now seventy- 
eight members. The Lending Library has greatly grown, and is well 
patronized by members and by an interested public. Propaganda work has 
also been carried on more extensively than heretofore, and the results have 
been encouraging. Mrs. Besant's The Pedigree of Man has been the subject 
of study during the year. For next year her Esoteric Christianity has been 
selected. Groups of students have also been meeting regularly at the homes 
of some of the members. A Secret Doctrine Class meets every Sunday 
morning, and on Sunday evening there is a public lecture followed by open 
discussion and questions. The Branch is strong and in good working order, 
looking forward with interest to the activities of next year. 

Chicago T. S. has dropped twenty members, four have transferred and 
eight resigned, leaving a present membership of 260. Regular Branch 
meetings have been held each Wednesday evening excepting in July and 
August, average attendance being 45. After some temporary arrangements 
following Convention it was decided to have a different topic assigned for 
each month's study, a printed monthly programme being prepared for sub- 
topics for the meeting, papers being read by members to whom the sub-topics 
were assigned, followed by discussion. Usual activities in Class work have 
been continued, including Classes in Esoteric Christianity, A Study in 
Consciousness, The Planetary Chain, and a Class for the study of Astrology, 
besides the H. P. B. Training Class and elementary classes for new members. 
Many of these Classes are open to non-members, and are usually well 
attended. At the Sunday evening meetings an interesting series of public 
lectures during four months was given by Dr. Moore, but since February 
1st lectures have been provided by Branch members, the room being always 
well filled. On two occasions the H. P. B. Training Class gave an informal 
reception to Branch members and their friends, including an enjoyable 
programme and refreshments. The social factor has thus been kept active. 
The Reference Library now contains 140 books, including complete files of 
"Theosophist", «• Lucifer", and the "Theosophical Review". The Circulating 
Library contains 325 books, and is well patronized at all times. The Branch 
rooms are open every business day, and visitors are always cordially welcome. 

Washington T. S. has lost one member by death, four by resignation, 
one by demit, and two by dropping, having now fifty-two. Activities have 
continued encouragingly in all directions. The first Sunday in each month 
has a meeting for members only, Esoteric Christianity, and then The Path of 
Disciples hip, being studied. A public lecture is given on the last Sunday in 
the month. The Wednesday Elementary Class finished The Ancient Wisdom 
and now takes up The Pedigree of Man. On Friday A Study in Consciousness 
was completed and Thought Power, its Control and Culture was begun. A 
Class for Inquirers was held on Thursdays. Mr. Jinarajadasa's visit of 
twenty-three days was of great benefit to the Branch and to the Public. 
Pamphlets and leaflets were distributed at public meetings, and 1000 circulars 



